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MR. HOVER  Thank you and good eveni ng.
My nanme is Pierce Honer. |1'mthe Secretary of
Transportation for Governor Kaine, and | do have the
pl easure, also, of chairing the Cornmonweal th Transportation
Board. Toni ght we have a special public coment session to
advise us and to help us put together the final draft of our
Si x- Year Transportation Program

This is an inportant step forward,
particularly comng on the heels of the last two Ceneral
Assenbl y sessions that have been devoted to transportation.
We're beginning to see sone of the pieces of this puzzle
fall into place. There is additional funding for
transportation on a statewi de basis this year. This is the
first time, and this is now the sixth Six-Year Programthat
|'ve had the pleasure of working to put together. The
previous five have all been about cutting projects or
del aying them and we've gotten very good at that.

So we're going to have to relearn the
exerci se of adding projects due to the statew de funding,
and, of course, | would be remss if | did not acknow edge
the need, as we tal k about those various pieces, to
integrate the regional solutions along with the state
solutions, and we | ook forward, as a Commonweal th, with
working with this region to solve. There are sone issues

that are truly state. There are sonme that are | ocal, and
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there are sone that are regional in character, and we | ook
forward to that bal anced sol ution.

To ny left is Dana D ckens, nenber of
t he Cormonweal th Transportation Board fromthe City of
Suffolk. To his right is Alan Wtt. M. Wtt is fromthe
Newport News area. To ny immediate right is Dave Ekern, who
isin his first year as Conm ssioner of the Departnent of
Transportation, and | hope all of you will take an
opportunity to neet with the Conm ssioner. W're so pleased
and | ucky to have hi m here.

To his right is your D strict
Adm ni strator. Wen you have a problem pick up a phone and
call Dennis. He has that wonderful job in his |life. Dennis
is a great District Admnistrator for the Hanpton Roads area
and | eader throughout the VDOT organi zati on.

To his right is Chip Badger. Chip is
the Deputy Director of the Departnent of Rail and Public
Transportation. He's here tonight on behal f of, excuse ne,
of the Departnent of Rail and Public Transportation and
their Director, Matt Tucker. M. Tucker could not be with
us tonight.

| won't waste anynore time on overvi ews.
| would like to acknowl edge Del egate John Cosgrove is here,
and Del egate Cosgrove, if you wanted to make sone wel com ng

and introductory remarks, we'd love to hear fromyou. |If
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you' re happy to sit in silence, we would wel cone and respect
that, too, but thank you so nuch for taking your tinme out of
your schedule to be with us, and thank you for your hard
wor k and cooperation this last |legislative session. W're
begi nning the steps of inplenenting that, and it's really
exciting to see.

DELEGATE COSGROVE: Thank you,

M. Secretary. Watch ne sit and be silent.

MR. HOVER Ckay. There's a |esson
there. Brevity is the soul of wit for these public
hearings. Do we have a sign-up sheet? The first speaker is
Christine Alvarez to be followed by M. Steve Witeway.

M5. ALVAREZ: (Good evening. |1'll try to
be as brief as possible. On behalf of the Transportation
District Comm ssion of Hanpton Roads, Hanpton Roads Transit
respectfully requests the Commonweal th's continued support
for the Norfolk Light Rail Transit Project. Last year, the
Norfol k Light Rail Transit Project was approved by the FTA
for final design, the |ast phase before construction. HRT
anticipates the signing of a full funding grant agreenent
with FTA for their share of the project costs, 55 percent or
approximately $130 million. Construction is scheduled to
begin shortly thereafter and be operational in 2010.

Mai nt ai ni ng the Conmmonweal th's share of

the project's cost is critically inportant at this juncture
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in order to |l everage the federal dollars. Wile the
Governor and the General Assenbly have made significant
progress in reversing the dowward trend of transportation
funding in the 2007 | egislative session, there remains a
long way to go to neet the Cormonweal th's statutory goal of
95 percent. W request the Commonweal th neet that goal and
i ncrease the capital match in order to ensure the
construction of such inportant transportation projects.

Al so this past session, the Governor and
General Assenbly approved $10 mllion for the purchase of
rail cars for Norfolk Light Rail and we greatly appreciate
t he approval of those funds. HRT also requests continued
support for the Commonwealth for it's other major capital
initiatives including the replacenent of the Southside
Qper ational and Mai ntenance Facilities, the Peninsula Rapid
Transit Project, and its ongoing replacenent of the aging
bus fl eet.

The current HRT Sout hsi de Operations and
Mai nt enance Facility is over 100 years old, and is woefully
i nadequate to support the existing fleet and operations, |et
al one future expansion. HRT is working wthin PPTA
legislation with the anticipation of entering into a
public/private partnership to help build a new facility
cheaper, faster, and better by the end of this year. The

public noneys allocated will help HRT to bring this project
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to a cl ose.

Substanti al progress has been nade in
the alternatives anal ysis phase of the Peninsula Rapid
Transit Project. W are progressing into the Draft
Envi ronnment al | npact Stage Study, and eval uati ng several
different technol ogies on a selected alignnment in Newport
News to identify the cost-effective public transportation
solution to nanage the growh and congesti on and provi de for
econom ¢ devel opnent opportunities.

FTA says that a bus has net its usefu
life span of 12 years, and HRT's average fleet age is over
nine years old. Replacenent of buses that have net or
exceeded their useful life span is critical to keeping the
costs and mai nt enance down. Keeping our buses on the road
and out of the maintenance shop is critical to the citizens
of Hanpton Roads that take over 22 mllion trips per year,
60 percent of whomtake the bus to get to and from work.

On behal f of the Transportation District
Conmi ssi on of Hanpton Roads, | thank you for the opportunity
to submt these public comments.

MR. HOVER  Thank you, M. Alvarez.

The next speaker is Steve Wiiteway to be
foll owed by Jay Scudder.

Vel cone, M. Witeway.

MR. VWH TEWAY: Thank you, M. Secretary,
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if I could hand these out? 1'd appreciate it.

Good eveni ng, Secretary Homer,
Conmm ssi oner Ekern, menbers of the CITB and VDOT official s.
My nane is Steve Wiiteway, County Adm nistrator for Mathews
County, and | appreciate you noving this along. This is a
| ong way back to Mat hews, so thank you for that.

Qur board net |ast week. They revi ewed
the working draft, and they wanted nme to thank you for the
wor k you' ve done to fund our three highway priorities in
Mat hews County. Two of themwe'll be able to nove ahead
with. They're sinple turn | anes, but they nmean a lot in a
county where you've only got two-lane roads, and wl|
enhance the safety of our travelling public. So we do
appreciate that. W hope that you'll keep that in the plan.

We're concerned, however, that no funds
have been allocated to address the serious drainage problem
on the section of Route 14 known as Main Street. Secretary
Honmer, you were graci ous enough to help get a scope of work
done for that project. It was conpleted, and we're | ooking
at approximately $4 mllion. As we discussed before, the
Main Street section, a three-block section of Route 14, is
t he econom c center of our county. W have one of the
smal | est sales tax takes in the Coomonwealth. |It's a fairly
small county, and 75 percent of that conmes from Main Street,

a three-bl ock area.
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We understand that we can't design a
road system and drai nage systemto handl e hurricanes and
maj or stornms. W know there will be flooding, but what
we're seeing nowis flooding with regularity due to just
heavy rains. You know, we get these four-inch rainstorns,
and it actually goes into our businesses. | wal ked al ong
Main Street today, Route 14, and in a two-block area, there
was one drop inlet on either side of the road. It just
wasn't designed to handle the kind of water that we seemto
be getting. WII this be a long-termchange in climte?
Your guess is as good as mne, but the fact is, we are
hearing noi ses from our business conmunity that they may not
wi sh to stick around and neke inprovenents on buil di ngs that
flood with regularity.

So basically, we're saying help us at
| east get our foot in the door. |If we can get any kind of
funding on that prelimnary engineering for this flooding,
this drainage i ssue on Route 14, we'd be nobst appreciative.
And thank you for this three mnute rule. | think it's a
great idea. DidIl nake it?

MR. HOVER  Yes, sir.

MR. VH TEWAY: Thank you.

MR. HOVER  Thank you, M. Witeway.

The next speaker is Jay Scudder, to be

foll owed by Barry Bi shop
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Wel conme, M. Scudder.

MR. SCUDDER:  Thank you, and on behal f
of & oucester County and ny planning departnent, | want to
thank you all for the work that you do in allocating funds
for transportation in Virginia. It's a big job. | want to
start by thanking you for your support over the years. Qur
Main Street Project in 3 oucester County has been a very
successful enhancenent project. W've had a |ot of new and
renovat ed busi nesses there, and it's greatly inproved
pedestrian traffic and safety in that area.

Also, | want to thank you for your
funding of the intersection of Route 17 and 216 at Qui nea
Road. Hopefully, VDOT is going to start on that project
relatively soon. That will vastly enhance that
i ntersection.

| want to talk a little bit about
A oucester Main Street, Project 55039, Route 17 Bridge
Repl acement over Fox MII|l Run. This old bridge on the
Busi ness 17 route, that area handl es about 22,000 vehicle
trips a day, which when you | ook at goi ng through Min
Street in doucester and sone of the recent devel opnent
that's happened in that inmediate area with the partnership
of the d oucester Foundation and the new |library, we have a
| ot of transportation issues there, and | think the

i nprovenents of that bridge and the approach of that bridge

ANTHONY & ASSOCI ATES, | NC.
_ SUFFOLK, VIRG NI'A
Ofice (757) 686-2273 Fax (757) 686-5488




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

woul d be critical to inproving safety in that particul ar
| ocation. There have been a | ot of accidents there.

Route 17 widening and installing a
rai sed concrete nedian, this project has been on the books.
It's a one-m | e approach to the Col eman Bridge Route 17,
whi ch, as you know, is the artery, pretty nuch, for the
M ddl e Peni nsul a through G oucester County. And one of the
things that is limted in d oucester County, which nmakes
that 17 corridor so inportant, not only from our standpoint,
but fromyours in noving traffic, is trying to inprove the
access.

Qur community did a gateway plan to | ook
at the area of Route 17 in the conmmunity to enhance it, not
only froma visual perspective with |andscaping, access
managenent, and extra w dening, but your funding that
project, it's going to make a big difference in our
community. |It's going to make a big difference in our
gateway plan as you cone over the Col enan Bridge going
north, and we really appreciate that.

Fol l owm ng up on the wi dening for the
Route 17 approach fromthe Col eman Bridge, d oucester County
Wi th one of our board nenbers, John Adans, spearheaded a
Route 17 Access Managenent Study that we worked very
cooperatively with the Fredericksburg District of VDOT on,

and that was to | ook at crossovers that were really creating
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sonme safety issues, a lot of rear-end collisions. You
can't -- traffic got backed up and you couldn't nove, and
that was a really neat partnership between VDOI and the
county to make those inprovenents, and | see that you're
nmoving along with the funding of that project to close sone
of those crossovers, enhance sone of those crossovers.

We al so | ook at those crossovers very
carefully when we have a redevel opnment or pl anni ng project
that we can use as leverage to try to have devel opers work
on those crossovers as well. So we're having a | ot of
success. W can always ask for nore noney, but | think
things are noving along great, and |I think we appreciate
your funding. Thank you.

MR. HOVER  Thank you, M. Scudder.

The next speaker is Barry Bishop, to be
followed by Eric Martin.

Wel cone, M. Bishop

MR. BI SHOP: Thank you, Secretary Honer,
Conm ssi oner Ekern, menbers of the CITB. |'m Barry Bishop.

" mhere tonight representing the G eater Norfolk

Cor poration, and by way of the briefest of introductions,
the Geater Norfol k Corporation is conposed of approximtely
130 seni or and busi ness | eaders whose mission is, primary

m ssion is to enhance the conpetitiveness of Norfolk and the

Hanpton Roads region. And it's with that focus on
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conpetitiveness in mnd that | request your support of two
high priority projects that are critical in the
conpetitiveness of the Port of Hanpton Roads, the G eenbrier
Grade Separation and the |-564 |Internodal Connector

As you know, the goal of the G eenbrier
Grade Separation Project is to depress Hanpton Boul evard
beneath the railroad tracks allowng trains and vehicles to
fl ow uni npeded. 100 percent of the design work is conplete.
Utilities have been relocated. The right of way have been
acquired. The total project cost is 71 mllion, with
engi neering and design right of way calculated at 7.87
mllion and 25.8 mllion respectively. The remaining 38
mllion in funding needed to conplete construction is short
by approximately $14 mllion. The lack of funding has
hi ndered efforts to issue the project bids, as we understand
it. So accordingly, we respectfully request your support
prioritizing funding for this inportant project so that it
can be conpleted and constructed or constructed in Fiscal
Year ' 08.

The 1-564 Internodal Connector Project
will significantly inprove traffic flow into Norfolk
International Termnals and the Norfol k Naval Station. The
connecter is an independent elenent of the third crossing
that links the future Norfol k tunnel segnent to |-564

t hrough an extrenely constrained transportation corridor.
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The project is 70 percent designed with all agreenents
necessary for project devel opnent in place with the Navy and
the railroads. The total cost, as you know, for the project
is approximately 134 mllion including funds for the
I nt ernodal Connector and the Chanbers Field Interchange
estimated at 114 mllion and 20 mllion respectively.
Currently, the total allocation for the project is 53
mllion | eaving a shortfall of 81 mllion. The 39.4 mllion
earmarked in safety for Segnent 1 of the third crossing
coul d provide substantial assistance in closing the current
funding gap, and to this end, we respectfully request that
the CTB prioritize funding that it controls towards this
project, and as an added step, we have |ikew se requested
that the NVO prioritize funding that it controls for the
project as well.

It goes wi thout saying that the Port of
Virginiais one of the two international gateways fueling
the growh of the Cormonweal th's econony. The economc
benefits, which the port generates and inparts, is inparted
across the Commonweal th, and given the rising tide of
inports, the econom c benefits to the Conmonweal th will
continue to grow far into the future provided we invest
today in the transportation infrastructure necessary to
rapidly nove goods to and fromthe port. And | would add,

very briefly, it's not just the novenent of goods that's
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inportant. |It's also the novenent of people, and nore
specifically, providing alternatives to our congested
hi ghways in the form of enhanced rail and transit in
addition to inprovenents to our highway infrastructure.

And with that in mnd, | read with
interest a recent newspaper report regarding the state's
decision to cut it's railroad and transit planning staff
with the goal being to be nore proactive and | ess reacti ve.
| believe the quote attributed to the Director was sonething
to the effect that we'd do a study and it would sit on a
shelf. 1'mnot here tonight to offer opinion or pass
j udgnent on that decision, but rather, | speak for not only
the Greater Norfol k Corporation, but our counterpart
organi zations, Virginia Beach Vision, Portsnouth
Part nershi p, Chesapeake Alliance, and Suffolk Tonmorrow, in
addition to the Hanpton Roads Chanber of Commerce when | say
that the R chnond/ Hanpt on Roads Passenger Rail Study Project
has | angui shed for far too long. The study project was
begun in early 2004, alternatives devel opnent neetings were
hel d in Novenber 2004, scoping and citizen information
nmeetings in March of 2004, the Tier 1 Draft Environnental
| npact Statenent, which has been available for public review
and comment in early 2006. Suffice to say that we believe
it'"s tinme to get the R chnond/ Hanpt on Roads Passenger Rail

Proj ect back on track. Thank you.

ANTHONY & ASSOCI ATES, | NC.
_ SUFFOLK, VIRG NI'A
Ofice (757) 686-2273 Fax (757) 686-5488




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

MR. HOVER  Thank you, M. Bi shop.

The next speaker is Eric Martin, to be
foll owed by LI oyd Hubbard.

Wel conme, M. Martin.

MR. MARTIN. Good evening, M. Wtt,
M. Dickens, Secretary Honmer, Conm ssioner Ekern, |adies and
gentlemen. |I'mEric Martin, City Engineer for the City of
Chesapeake. We're very hopeful that our new Six-Year Plan
and the new i nfusion of state noney wll allow us to nove
forward on one of our inportant projects, which is the
G lnmerton Bridge Replacenent on South MIlitary H ghway.

The Glnerton Bridge is a
wei ght-restricted bridge built in 1938, a draworidge |ike
many the City of Chesapeake operates, but again, it's an
i nportant energency relief route for 1-64, and it actually
i's inpacting our energency response for our fire response to
energencies. W' re hopeful that with the new state funding
and sone additional urban allocations, we can neet the $40
mllion funding gap that's currently shown in the draft and
nove the project to a rapid start so we can get it done as
soon as possible.

Again, | also want to applaud the
Commonweal t h Transportation Board and VDOT for recognizing
that bridges are an inportant elenent in our transportation

network. Wth over 90 bridges in Chesapeake, we're keenly
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aware of the difficulties in funding bridges at the expense
of ot her roadways, but we're very happy to see VDOT start to
address deficient bridges in programand out years, at
| east, of the Six-Year Plan, and start maki ng sone inroads
on repl acing sone of those small bridges, the
wei ght-restricted bridges we have across the state.

Certainly, bridges are inportant in
Chesapeake. W have the Glnerton, the Steel Bridge on
Route 17, the H gh-R se Bridge on the interstate in our
city, all of which are inportant and critical elenents of
our transportation network, and need to be addressed and
noved forward in the Six-Year Plan.

| would also say, | certainly want to
t hank the nenbers of the Commonweal th Transportati on Board
for their continued support of our bridge -- our drawbridge
operations and mai ntenance. Being the only city in the
Commonweal t h t hat operates drawbridges, and you only get the
sanme anmount per lane mle, normally, as a lane mle per
road, it doesn't nearly cover your expenses, but thanks to
sonme continued funding fromthe board, we're able to neet
that gap and maintain and operate the drawbridges that we
have i n Chesapeake.

And then finally, I would ask the board
to l ook closely at fully funding the Commonweal th Rail

Rel ocation in Portsnouth and Chesapeake. That's the
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rel ocation of the railway fromthe Wstern Freeway to the --
to the Western Freeway and |-664 Corridor. That, again,
will provide a much better access through the GCties of
Portsnout h and Chesapeake for the Maersk term nal, and
provide a much safer and -- through elimnation of many
crossings in residential neighborhoods in Portsnouth and
Chesapeake. So there still may be a little bit of funding
gap. W want to nake sure that gets cl osed, and that

proj ect noves forward as soon as possi bl e.

Again, | want to thank you all for all
the hard work you do on behalf of all of our citizens, both
i n Chesapeake and across Hanpt on Roads.

MR. HOVER  Thank you, M. Martin.

| just would |like to acknow edge, again,
the CGeneral Assenbly and their action on the budget, the
Route 164 Rail Relocation Project is fully funded. It
doesn't show up in the Six-Year Program because there's a
grant that has to happen, but that project is noving
expeditiously, and will go in construction the early part of
next year.

The next speaker is Lloyd Hubbard from
t he Town of Wiite Stone.

Vel cone, M. Hubbard.

MR. HUBBARD: Thank you, sir, and

wel cone. | thank you all for allowing nme to speak. |'m
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here, again, asking for enhancenent or for a grant to | ook
for a traffic study on our little town. W' re sitting just
on the north side of the Rappahannock River Bridge with a

commerci al devel opment to our north. W're really concerned

about the safety of our citizens, and again, |I'd appreciate
anyt hing you can do, and I'll nmake m ne short and sweet.
Thank you.

MR. HOVER  Thank you, M. Hubbard.

The next speaker is Jereny Barnes.

Wel conme, M. Barnes.

MR. BARNES: Thanks for the opportunity.
My nanme is Jereny Barnes, citizen of Virginia Beach, and
really, I'"'mnot going to speak to any specific project.
just actually found out about this neeting today on the
radio, but | just wanted to see if we could nmake awareness
of citizens to be aware of their driving habits and nore
courteous driving and to increase the traffic flow Like,
soneti nes when you're driving on the road, you'll see
clusters of cars together which then inpedes the traffic
flow So if we can sonehow nmake our citizens aware to be
aware of their surroundings and not just be focused on
what's in front of them what's around them and help the
traffic flowand to -- | don't know, which would hopefully
help traffic and just |ike that.

In addition to that, | think any project
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that would help to reduce the nunber of cars on the road,
like the Light Transit -- Light Rail Transit Project, and, |
guess, nore buses on the roads, anything you do can help
reduce the nunber of cars and help the environnment, stuff
like that. So basically, ny -- what I'mtrying to say,
guess, is reduce the nunber of cars by providing other
services that, | guess, we're trying to inplenent, but also
make our citizens be aware of their surroundi ngs when
they're driving so it can increase the traffic flow

Sorry, it's kind of an off-the-cuff Kkind
of thing. | wasn't really prepared, but thank you for the
opportunity and | appreciate it.

MR. HOVER  Thank you, M. Barnes, and
t hank you for taking the tinme out of your schedule to cone
visit.

Are there any ot her signed up speakers?
Anybody el se want to speak?

VDOI' EMPLOYEE: That was the final
si gned up speaker

MR. HOVER Ww, this is a record. Any
menbers of the board have any comments? Well, |'mjust
going to say thank you for everyone for comng out. Every
request is inportant and will be thought of very judicially.

| did want to, again, underscore the

nature of the decision these gentlenen have to westle wth.
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You know, there are local issues; there are regional; there
are statew de, and one of the things that we have done in
recognition of that is there's about $500 million statew de
that are not fully allocated in the Draft Six-Year Program
So one of the hard choices facing the Commonweal th
Transportation Board is where, how, and when to use that
additional funding, and it's a problem we've never had, at
least in the last six years. So this is a positive step
f orward

Thank you, again, for sharing your tine

and your thoughts with us. The neeting is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, the hearing concluded at

7:30 p.m)
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and place in the caption nentioned.

This 8th day of June, 2007.

Sheila L. Lowe
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My termin office expires January 31, 2010.
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